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SUBJ: RAUL CASTRO ARRIVES; PERON LINKS BREZHNEV VISIT TO 
U.S. CUBAN RELATIONS 

REF: MOSCOW 1739 

1. SUMMARY. TWO SOMEWHAT CONTRADICTORY DEVELOPMENTS MAY 
HAVE BEARING ON ASSESSMENT OF BREZHNEV'S CUBA VISIT. ON ONE 
HAND, PRESS TAKES NOTE OF PERON JUDGMENT THAT VISIT STEMMED 
FROM SOVIET GOOD WILL AND DESIRE TO IMPROVE U.S.-CUBAN RELA- 
TIONS. ON OTHER HAND, UNHERALDED VISIT BY RAUL CASTRO PUTS 
DIFFERENT LIGHT ON FAILURE OF BREZHNEV-CASTRO COMMUNIQUE 
TO REFER TO DEFENSE COOPERATION (REFTEL). END SUMMARY. 
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2. CUBAN DEFENSE MINISTER RAUL CASTRO ARRIVED MOSCOW FEB. 6, 
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ACCORDING TO PRESS. TASS ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS ARRIVAL ON 
"UNOFFICIAL'' VISIT PROVIDES NO INDICATION OF HIS MISSION NOR 
HOW LONG HE WILL STAY. HE WAS MET BY CC SECRETARY KATUSHEV, 

WHO HANDLES RELATIONS WITH RULING PARTIES (AND ACCOMPANIED 
BREZHNEV TO CUBA), DEPUTY DEFENSE MINISTER PAVLOVSKIY 
(DEFENSE MINISTER GRECHKO IS IN BUCHAREST), AND CC APPARATCHIK 
SHAKHNAZAROV. 

3. PRAVDA JANUARY 7 PROMINENTLY CARRIES TASS INTERVIEW WITH 
JUAN PERON IN WHICH ARGENTINE PRESIDENT IS QUOTED AS SAYING 
BREZHNEV VISIT WAS "DICTATED BY GOOD WILL AND INTENTION TO 
ARREST CONTINUATION OF HOSTILITY BETWEEN LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRY 
AND USA." REMAINDER OF INTERVIEW RECOUNTS PERON VIEW THAT 
BLOCKADE OF CUBA WAS "TRAGIC MISTAKE" IN U.S. POLICY AND HIS 
BELIEF THAT CUBA MUST AGAIN BECOME A MEMBER OF THE LATIN 
COMMUNITY. 

4. COMMENT. PROMINENT LINKAGE IN PERON INTERVIEW BETWEEN 
BREZHNEV VISIT AND U.S.-CUBAN RELATIONS IS FIRST SUCH LINKAGE 
WE HAVE SEEN IN SOVIET PRESS. (PRAVDA WEEKLY INTERNATIONAL 
REVIEW FEBRUARY 3, IN SECTION ON BREZHNEV VISIT, REFERRED TO 
CALLS BY SENATOR FULB RIGHT FOR CHANGE IN U.S. POLICY TOWARD 
CUBA.) EMBASSY HAS DISCOURAGED SPECULATION BY SOME DIPLOMATS 
HERE ABOUT POSSIBLE SOVIET MEDIATION IN U.S.-CUBAN AFFAIRS. 

POSSIBLY ONE SOVIET MOTIVE IN FLOATING PERON INTERVIEW IS TO 
STIMULATE FEARS IN LATIN AMERICA THAT U.S. MAY BE CONNIVING 
WITH USSR OVER CUBA BEHIND BACKS OF LATIN AMERICAN MEMBERS OF 
OAS. IF SUCH FEARS EMERGE, SECRETARY MAY WISH TO DEAL WITH 
THIS ASPECT OF CUBAN ISSUE IN HIS UPCOMING CONSULTATIONS WITH 
LA COLLEAGUES IN MEXICO CITY. 
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